04.13.2008 Small Group Talking Points

“DON’T MESS WITH A TALKING DONKEY”

"To the great disgrace of the prophet, the glory of the angel was first of all apparent to the ass.... He had been boasting before this of extraordinary visions, and now what was visible to the eyes of a beast was invisible to him. Whence came this blindness, but from the avarice by which he had been so stupefied, that he preferred filthy lucre to the holy calling of God?" –John Calvin
SUNDAY SERMON POINT ONE

Beware of what you ask for; you might get it! (Numbers 22:12, 20-22)

Q. Describe a time when you hoped (maybe even begged) for something that, upon its acquisition, you had an overwhelming sense of ‘buyer’s remorse’.  What did you do next? 

SUNDAY SERMON POINT TWO

God will go out of his way to get your attention. (Numbers 22:23-31)

Q. Reflecting on Balaam’s talking donkey, what is the most surprising way in which God has spoken to you?  When did you finally realize you’d experienced God’s guidance? 

SUNDAY SERMON POINT THREE

It is reckless to live in opposition to God’s will. (Numbers 22:32)

Q. Balaam’s disobedience seems to be a poignant message for the capitalistic society in which we live.  Balaam had been blinded by the lure of wealth and honor.  Can you identify any area of your life that is dangerously in contention with a life of submission to the Lord?

SUNDAY SERMON POINT FOUR

Submit your life completely to the will of God. (Numbers 22:33-35)

Q. Having identified areas that may jeopardize your obedient walk with God; what’s next?  Write down three action steps that you can take to protect yourself/your home from the temptations of disobedience.  Discuss your progress in your next meeting.  

